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The National Movement I 

Question 1. 

What were the demands of the Congress in its early years? 

Answer: 

In its early years the Congress was moderate in its objectives and 

methods. It made several demands; which are given below: 

1. The Congress demanded a greater voice for Indians in the 

government and in administration. 

2. It demanded that Indians be placed in high positions in the 

government. For this purpose it called for Civil Service 

examinations to be held in India as well, not just in London. 

3. The Congress demanded for the separation of the judiciary from 

the executive. 

4. The repeal of the Arms Act and the freedom of speech and 

expression was also a major demand of the Congress. 

5. It also demanded reduction of revenue, cut in military expenditure 

and more funds for irrigation. 
 



Question 2. 

What caused the partition of Bengal in 1905? 

Or 

Under what pretext, did the British divide Bengal? 

Answer: 

At the time of partition Bengal was the biggest province of British India 

which comprised Bihar and parts of Orissa. The British argued for 

dividing Bengal for reasons of administrative convenience. But it was a 

totally false argument. In fact, the partition of Bengal was closely tied to 

the interests of British officials and businessmen. The British also 

wanted to curtail the influence of Bengali politicians and split the 

Bengali people. It was therefore, instead of removing the non-Bengali 

areas from the province, they separated East Bengal and merged it with 

Assam. 

Question 3. 

What were the consequences of the partition of Bengal? 

Answer: 

(a) The partition of Bengal enraged people all over the country. Both the 

Moderates and the Radicals in the Congress opposed this action of the 

British. 

(b) Public meetings and demonstrations began to be organised. Novel 

methods of mass protest were also developed. They struggled against 

the partition of Bengal came to be known as Swadeshi Movement. In 

Bengal this movement was the strongest. In other regions .such as in 

deltaic Andhra the movement was called the Vandemataram 

Movements. 
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